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NOTES AND NEWS 

Attention is called to the "Report of the Psychology Committee 
of the National Research Council" by Professor Robert M. Yerkes, 
printed in the Psychological Review for March, 1919. It is a detailed 
account of the technical assistance given by psychologists to various 
branches of the service. The following paragraphs are from the end 
of the article : 

"The eager and effective cooperation of psychologists in profes- 
sional war work has enabled the Psychology Committee to win the 
confidence and the hearty support of the several scientific groups 
which together constitute the Research Council. Largely because of 
the way in which it responded to the practical demands and the op- 
portunities of the military emergency, psychology to-day occupies a 
place among the natural sciences which is newly achieved, eminently 



308 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

desirable, and highly gratifying to the profession. An immediate re- 
sult of this improved status' is the desire of the Executive Board of 
the Research Council to have psychology adequately represented in 
the permanent national organization." 

"It is proposed to associate psychology with anthropology in a 
Division whose chairman and vice-chairman shall be chosen alter- 
nately from the two sciences, a chairman from anthropology serving 
with a psychologist as vice-chairman and vice versa. 

' ' If psychology is to meet successfully the now rapidly increasing 
practical demands by which it is challenged, it must organize for co- 
operative endeavor in a way not thought of prior to the war. On the 
one hand is the imperative need of highly developed and specialized 
methods ; on the other, the need for largely increased and adequately 
trained personnel. The war activities of the Psychology Committee 
have revealed or created opportunities whose scientific and practical 
significance can not be estimated. Two years ago mental engineering 
was the dream of a few visionaries. To-day it is a branch of technol- 
ogy, which, although created by the war, is evidently to be perpetu- 
ated and fostered by education and industry. 

"Psychology needs therefore as never before in its history intimate 
associations with the more exact natural sciences, as well as with the 
biological sciences which are more nearly related' to it. The support 
and cooperation of other scientists and especially their intelligent 
interest, are indispensable. 

' ' For the speedy and sound development of psychology as science 
and as technology, the National Research Council should prove the 
most important of agencies. It is earnestly to be desired that the 
psychologists of the country may unite in their support of this na- 
tional organization for the promotion of scientific research, its prac- 
tical applications, and the profitable relations of sciences and of 
scientists. ' ' 

Charles "W. Hendel, Jr., Ph.D. (Princeton), has been appointed 
instructor in philosophy at Williams College. 



